


Roald Dahl

September 13t 1916 — November 234 1990

was a British novelist, short story writer, poet,
screenwriter, and fighter pilot. His books have
sold more than 250 million copies worldwide.
He has been referred to as "one of the greatest
storytellers for children of the 20th century”.
Dahl’s works for children include “Charlie and
the Chocolate factory”, “Matilda”, “The

Witches”, “Fantastic Mr Fox”, “The BFG”, etc.
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Chapter 1 The Reader of Books

Its a strange thing about mothers and fathers. Even when their
child is the dirtiest little animal vou have ever secen, they still
think that he or she is wonderful. But there are parents who are -
not interested in their children 1n any way, and these of course '
are much worse.

Mr and Mrs Wormwood had an ordinary little boy, Michael,
and a daughter, Matilda. But they were so busy with their
unimportant business that they did not realize Matilda was clever
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— very clever.




Matilda and her family

Say:
- how large Matilda's family was

- what they did every day and in
their leisure time

- in what way Matilda differed
from the rest of her family
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By the age of ene and a falf, she could speak perfectdy and
knew as many words as most grown-up people, By the time she

was three, Matilda could read newspapers. At the age of four, she

could read fast and well.

‘1Daddy; she said, ‘could you buy me a book?

‘A book? he said. "What's wrong with the TV? We've got a nice
TV and now you come asking for a book! We're too good to you
already, my girll’

MNearly every afternoon, Madlda staved in the house while her
brother (who was five years older than her) went to school,
her father went to work and her mother went to the cinema.

One afternoon, Manlda walked to the hbrary i the village.
Mrs Phelps, the woman at the library, was surprised to see this
small girl.

‘Where are the children’s books, please?” asked Maalda,

Mrs Phelps showed her.*Shall T find you a mice one with lots
of pictures n 1t? she said.

‘I'm sure [ can find something, said Matilda,




After that, she walked down to the library every afternoon and
sat quietly in a corner reading.

“What can | read next?’ she asked Mrs Phelps one day. ‘T've
finished all the children’s books!

“You mean you've looked at the pictures”

“Yes, but I've read the books, too, said Matilda.

Mrs Phelps was very surprised. ‘How old are yvou, Maalda?" she
asked. |

‘Four years and three months, answered Matilda.

Mrs Phelps was even more surprised, but she was too sensible
to show 1t. "What sort of book would you like to read next?’ she
asked.

‘A really good one, said Matilda."A famous one.

So Mrs Phelps gave her Great Expectations by Charles
Dickens, a wvery famous English writer. For the next few
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afternoons she watched Matilda in the corner with the book on
her knees,



During the next six months, Matilda read fourteen “famous
books' by different writers, and Mrs Phelps watched wath
surprise and excitemnent.

“You can borrow books from libraries and take them home,
Matilda, she said one day. ‘T2id you know?’

Can I?" said Matilda. And after that, she wvisited the library
once every week to borrow new books and to return the old
ones. And every afternoon she read. The books took her to Africa
with Ernest Hemingway,* to India with Rudyard Kipling,T and
to many other wonderful places.




Roald Dahl “Matilda®
Penguin Readers Level 3
Chapter 1 “The Reader of Books™

What was strange about Mr and Mrs Wormwood?

What were Matilda’s parents busy with?

Was Matilda really clever? Prove it.

Why did Matilda go to the library every afternoon?

How many famous books did Matilda read in 6 months? (Name the authors)
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Task 1. Answer these questions.

1.

o

3.

Task 2. Which do you prefer, watching television or reading?

Activities while reading the book
Chapter 1

Who are these people?

Matilda Mr Wormwood Michael Mrs Phelps

What can Matilda do at these ages: 11/2; 3; 4

Why does Mrs Phelps watch Matilda with surprise and excitement?
Matilda’s father doesn’t want her to read books. Why not?

Do you think he i1s a good father? Why/why not?




